Touchstone 3.1: Analyze Academic Research
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What You Will Learn: This Touchstone builds your skill using analytical strategies (also known as paragraph frames) like cause/effect, comparison, and definition, preparing you to write topic sentences, find evidence to support that claim, and improve the flow of your writing.

Why It Matters: This assignment gives you the opportunity to practice the key skills of analysis and synthesis, including the strategic use of evidence, so you can apply those skills later in your final paper. You’ll experiment with different analytical paragraph frames to help structure your ideas and clarify your thinking, which will improve the expository and persuasive writing you do in your professional and personal life.

What You Will Hand In: A short response that includes three complete analytical paragraphs, each using a different frame.
Keys to Success:
· Select appropriate evidence from the provided excerpts.
· Match the evidence to the chosen analytical strategy/paragraph frame.
· Integrate and cite each source using APA in-text citation.
· Stay focused on analysis rather than summary.
· Use clear topic sentences and strong transitions between your ideas.
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Instructions
Step 1: Choose and Review Research Sources
Review the articles below, which are all about misinformation, disinformation, and critical thinking. Choose 1–3 to serve as your source material for this assignment.
· International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions. (2021, July 14). Fake news, propaganda, and disinformation: Learning to critically evaluate media sources—Spot fake news [Infographic]. Cornell University Library. guides.library.cornell.edu/evaluate_news/infographic 
· Boston Neighborhood Network Media. (2023, December 12). Misinformation with Miss Information [Video]. Internet Archive. archive.org/details/bnn-Misinformation_with_Miss_Information 
· Gaultney, I. B., Sherron, T., & Boden, C. (2022). Political polarization, misinformation, and media literacy. Journal of Media Literacy Education, 14(1), 59-81. doi.org/10.23860/JMLE-2022-14-1-5 

· Very Big Brain. (2024, October 17). Critical thinking in the age of misinformation: How to stay smart in a noisy world. verybigbrain.com/psychology-thinking/critical-thinking-in-the-age-of-misinformation-how-to-stay-smart-in-a-noisy-world
· Brown, C., & Holloman, S. (2021, April 27). Information overload: Combating misinformation with critical thinking. Center for the Professional Education of Teachers. cpet.tc.columbia.edu/news-press/information-overload-combating-misinformation-with-critical-thinking
· Musi, E., Carmi, E., Reed, C., Yates, S., & O'Halloran, K. (2023). Developing misinformation immunity: How to reason-check fallacious news in a human-computer interaction environment. Social Media + Society, 9(1), 1-18. journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/20563051221150407

Step 2: Select Three Analytical Strategies
Choose three of the six analytical strategies listed below, for a total of three paragraphs.
· Analogy: Making the Unfamiliar Familiar
· Cause and Effect: Connecting Events and Outcomes
· Classification and Division: Breaking It Down
· Compare and Contrast: Highlighting Similarities and Differences
· Problem and Solution: Addressing Challenges
· Definition: Explaining What You Mean

Step 3: Write One Paragraph for Each Analytical Strategy You Selected
Each paragraph should:
· Include a label with the strategy you are using in that paragraph.
· Begin with a clear topic sentence that is aligned with the strategy you are using in that paragraph. Remember, this is a claim that you are making and should not be a factual statement.
· Have a topic sentence that reflects the kind of analysis you are creating for the frame you chose.
· Incorporate evidence from the sources provided (you can use the same source for all three paragraphs, a different source for each paragraph, or any combination).
· Provide analysis that supports the paragraph’s purpose.
· Include in-text citations in APA format for each paragraph.
· Be approximately 150–200 words in length (which includes any in-text citations).

Step 4: Edit, Revise, and Submit
· Proofread your paragraphs.
· Confirm that each paragraph uses a different frame/strategy and follows APA guidelines. Include the name of the strategy with the paragraph that uses that frame.
· Submit your work as a single .doc or .docx file.
You’re almost there! This practice will sharpen your revision and critical writing skills and better prepare you for your final argumentative essay.
Rubric
	 
	Advanced (100%)
	Proficient (85%)
	Acceptable (75%)
	Needs Improvement (50%)
	Non-Performance (0%)

	Use of Analytical Strategies
Develops a claim for each paragraph that uses a different analytical strategy. (25%)
	Submission includes three clearly labeled, distinct analytical paragraphs, each using a different appropriate strategy. Paragraphs are accurately aligned with the selected strategy and demonstrate advanced understanding.
	Submission includes three distinct analytical paragraphs with clear labels. Strategies are mostly appropriate and aligned.
	Submission includes two paragraphs using different strategies. Some strategies may be weakly aligned or lack clear labeling.
	Submission includes one paragraph, or multiple paragraphs use the same strategy, or strategies are unclear.
	Submission is missing, uses inappropriate strategies, or paragraphs are unrelated to analytical tasks.

	Topic Sentences and Paragraph Structure
Has a topic sentence that reflects the kind of analysis you are using in that paragraph. Begins with a clear topic sentence that is aligned with the strategy you are using in that paragraph. (20%)
	Each paragraph includes a clearly analytical topic sentence. Paragraphs are logically organized with strong transitions and coherent development of ideas.
	Most topic sentences are clearly analytical, and paragraphs are logically structured. Minor lapses in organization or transitions.
	Topic sentences are present but may be factual or vague. Paragraph structure is inconsistent or loosely organized.
	Few topic sentences are analytical. Paragraphs may be disorganized or underdeveloped.
	Topic sentences are missing or completely off-task. Paragraphs are incoherent or not submitted.

	Integration and Citation of Evidence
Each paragraph integrates at least one piece of relevant evidence from the assigned readings and cites it accurately in APA format. Evidence is well-analyzed and clearly supports the paragraph's purpose. (20%)
	Three paragraphs integrate at least one piece of relevant evidence from the assigned readings and cites it in the text accurately in APA format. Evidence is well-analyzed and clearly supports the paragraph's purpose.
	Three paragraphs integrate relevant evidence with accurate APA in-text citation. Evidence supports the main ideas.
	Two of the three paragraphs include evidence, but integration or in-text citation may be inconsistent or contains APA errors.
	One paragraph includes evidence or citations. Integration of sources is unclear or incorrect.
	No evidence is cited, or APA formatting is absent. No meaningful source integration.

	Focus on Analysis Over Summary
Paragraphs clearly focus on analysis, offering thoughtful insights and avoiding summary. The reasoning is original, specific, and purposeful. (15%)
	Paragraphs clearly focus on analysis, offering thoughtful insights and avoiding summary. The reasoning is original, specific, and purposeful.
	Paragraphs generally emphasize analysis with limited summary. Reasoning is clear and relevant.
	Paragraphs occasionally drift into summary or generalization. Analytical thinking is underdeveloped.
	Paragraphs mostly summarize the sources with little analysis.
	Paragraphs are entirely summary or off-topic. No analysis demonstrated.

	Clarity and Alignment with Frame Purpose
Paragraph content and evidence are fully aligned with the intended purpose of each analytical frame (e.g., cause-effect, comparison). Clarity of purpose is consistently strong. (10%)
	Paragraph content and evidence are fully aligned with the intended purpose of each analytical frame (e.g., cause-effect, comparison). Clarity of purpose is consistently strong.
	Paragraphs generally reflect the purpose of each analytical frame. Purpose is mostly clear.
	Some paragraphs are loosely aligned with the frame purpose. Purpose is sometimes unclear.
	Paragraphs are misaligned with the frame type, or purpose is difficult to discern.
	Paragraphs show no alignment with analytical frame purposes.

	Editing and Proofreading
Essay is free from distracting errors and shows careful attention to grammar, mechanics, and formatting. (10%)
	Essay is free from distracting errors and shows careful attention to grammar, mechanics, and formatting.
	Minor errors are present but do not affect readability.
	Several mechanical issues that begin to affect clarity.
	Frequent errors that impede understanding.
	Errors dominate the writing, making it unreadable.



